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Protecting Endangered Species

TheEndangered SpeciesAct, passedin 1973, isthemost
powerful ActinCongressfor theprotectionof plantsand
animals. Thislawisdesignedtoprotect plantsandanimals
that areindanger of extinction, now orintheforeseeable
future. Anendanger ed speciesisany specieswhichisin
danger of extinctionthroughout all or asignificant part of

itsrange. A threatened speciesisany specieswhichis
likely tobecomeendangeredwithinall or asignificant part
of itsrange. But, how do weknow when aspeciesis
endangered?Whoisresponsiblefor protectingendan-
gered speciesand how doesthe Endangered SpeciesAct
(ESA) provideprotection?

Who is responsible for endangered species?

TheESA authorizesTheNationa MarineFisheries
Servicetoidentify andlist endangered andthreatened
marinespecies. TheUnited StateFishandWildlife
Service(USFWS)isauthorizedtoidentify andlistall
other plantsand animal speciesendangered or threatened
intheUnited Statesand abroad.

LY
When is a species listed as endangered? \!
A specieshastomeet certainconditionsbeforeitislisted
or addedtotheofficia “List of Endangeredand
ThreatenedWildlifeand Plants.” First, ithastobe
nominated. Y oumight besurprisedtofind out that
anyonecannominateaspeciesfor listing. To nominatea
species, apetition, issubmitted tothe USFWS. The
USFWSeva uatesthepetitionand determinesif the
nominated speciesisendangered or threatened dueto
oneor moreof thefollowingcriteria: present or
threatened destruction of habitat, diseaseor predation,
exploitation, lack of management, or other man-made
factorsaffectingitscontinuedexistence.

How does USFSW decide which species to list? ~
TheUSFWSusesapriortity systemtodeterminewhich
speciesareingreatest need of protection. If aspecies
meetstheabovecriteriafor federal protection, aproposal
tolistitispublished. Thisproposal, called arulemaking,
ispublishedintheFederal Register, adaily government
publication. Next, publicmeetingsareheldtogivepeople
achancetoexpresstheir concernsabout theproposal.

What protection does the ESA provide? &

If the USFW Sdecidesprotectionisneeded,
thespeciesislisted asthreatened or endangered. When
listed, thespeciesisprotectedfromtake. “ Take” is
defined asharm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap,
capture, or collect any threatened or endangered species.
Endangered speciescannot betransported or tradedin
interstateor foreigncommercewithout specia permit.In
addition, theUSFWSisauthorizedtodevelopa
RecoveryPlanfor listed species.

What is a Recovery Plan?

Recovery istheprocessof stoppingor reversingthe
declineof anendangered species. Thegoal of theESA is
therecovery of speciesto sufficient numberssothey can
beremovedfromthelist. A Recovery Planisadocument
thatispreparedfor alisted species. It providesguidelines
for theconservation of speciesandtheir habitats.

Does every species have a Recovery Plan?

Recovery Plansarerequired by law, but not all species
haverecovery plansbecausetheUSFW Sisencouraging
multi-speciesrecovery plans, withanemphasison
habitatsinstead of individual species. Critical habitat
may bedesignatedfor listed species.

SO

What is Critical Habitat? s

Critical habitatistheareaof land, water, andair aspecies
needstosurvive. Itincludesshelter, breeding sites, room
for normal behavior and popul ationgrowth.
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More Environmental Laws

CITES (1975)

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Faunaand Floraisaninternational treaty
designedto protect plantsand animal saffected by
international trade. It regulatestheimport and export of
endangeredandthreatenedwildlife. Nationsthat signthe
treaty agreetorestrict trading of certainplantsand
animals. Theseverity of restrictionsdependsonthe
appendix under whichtheplant or animal islisted.

AppendixI (CITES)

I ncludesplantsandanimalsimmediately threatenedwith
extinction. All shipmentsof liveor dead anima sand
plants, their parts, and anything madefromthemmust
havetwo permits- onefromtheexporting country and
onefromtheimporting country. Thepermitsaregranted
onlyforeducational or scientificpurposesandonly if the
collectionof theplant or animal will notthreatenthe
populationany further.

Appendix!1 (CITES)

Includesplantsand animal sthat arenotimmediately in
danger of extinction, butwill likely beif tradeisnot
regulated. A permitonly fromtheexporting country is
required. Itislegal tousetheseplantsor animalsin
commercial trade, butonly if itwill not threatenthe
population.

Appendix!I1 (CITES

Includes speciesnot covered by Appendix 1 or I, but
areendangered or threatened in acountry that needs
international hel pto protect them. Anexport permit
must beissued by the country wheretheplant or animal
isnative.

Marine Mammal Protection Act (1972)

Thisact prohibitsharming or taking marinemammalsin
U.S. waters, or importing their body partsor products
madefromthem. Marinemammalsincludepolar bears,
seaotters, walruses, dugongs, manatees, whales, seals,
and sealions. SomeNativeAmericantribesare
excluded fromthisact and may take specific numbersof
animalsforfood.

Eagle Protection Act (1962)

Thisact waspassed to protect our national bird, thebald
eagle. Bald eaglescannot behunted, trapped, poi soned
orkilled. Body parts, eggs, nests, feathers, and products
madefromtheseareillegal topossess. Theact was
amendedin1962toincludethegoldeneagle. Itisoften
difficulttotell animmaturebal d eaglefromagolden
eagle, sobotharenow protected. CertainNative
Americantribesareexcluded and may possesslive
eaglesand eaglefeathersfor ceremonial purposes.

Migratory Bird Treaty Act (1918)

Thistreaty protectsmigratory birds(thosethat cross
international bordersontheir way to summer or winter
grounds). Itrestrictsthetradeof bird parts(wings, tails,
bones, etc.) feathers, nests, eggs, and productsmade
fromthesethings. (Y ouneedtobecareful when
collectingfeathersand nests!) Seasonal huntingisallowed
for someducks, geese, woodcocksand other migratory
birds. Aninteresting note: theroadrunner wasa most not
includedinthistreaty (they donot haveseparatesummer
andwinter grounds- they areyear-roundresidents).
However, scientistssaw afew roadrunnerscrossingthe
U.S./Mexicoborderlookingforfood, makingthemdigible
for protection.

Lacy Act(1900)

ThisU.S. Actprohibitsthesdling, buying, trading,
taking, importing, exportingor transportationof any plant
or animal thatisprotected by state, federal, tribal, or
foreignlaw. Itisillegal toimportintotheU.S. any plant
or animal that may beharmful to people, agriculture, or
wildlife. Finally, theact requiresthat wildlifebehumanely
transportedand correctly identified. TheLacy Act's
strict penalties(uptofiveyearsinprisonand/or a
$20,000fine) areused to prosecute peopl ethat import
illegal species.

Research an Endangered Species

Write a report about a threatened or endangered speciesin
Arizona. (Check the ArizonaGame and Fish Department website
at www.azgfd.com for information about endagnered species.)
Include threats to the species and laws that protect it.






